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Coronavirus - Safe working practices for headshot photography
This information sheet explains how we are able to safely carry out headshot and portrait  
photography during the Coronavirus pandemic. Whilst it is crucial that social distancing  
is maintained at all times, we need to point out that the normal distance for taking  
photographs is around 10 feet (3 metres) between the subject and the camera.

Activity: 
Head and shoulder photographs

Locations: 
Locations could be outdoors or indoors. These 
notes mainly refer to indoor shoots. Some 
of the steps will only be required for indoor 
shoots.

Who might be harmed: 
The photographer, any assistant present and 
the person being photographed.

How might they be harmed: 
Catching COVID-19 or trip hazards  
associated with photography equipment and 
lighting stands etc.

Pre-session briefing 
Prior to the session we will hold a briefing  
call with the client to discuss safe working 
practices.

How we mitigate risks for COVID-19: 
There is no need for the photographer,  
assistant and person being photographed to 
be closer than two metres at any time.  
Gloves and face masks will be worn by the 
photographer and assistant when entering/
leaving the building, accessing common areas 
and toilet facilities etc. When entering client 
premises we would request that doors to enter 
the building and all door s leading to the room 
where photos are being taken to be kept open 
whilst equipment is brought in and removed. 
People will be photographed one person at a 
time on a ‘one in one out’ basis.

Signs of symptoms 
Prior to the shoot taking place the client and 
photographer will report to each other on the 
health of their staff. If anyone from either side 
is displaying symptoms then the session will  
be postponed. 

Where more than one person is to be photo-
graphed any affected person will not included 
in the session and will be photographed at a 
later date or the whole session will be  
rearranged if necessary.

Cleaning and hygiene 
We will use our own cleaning and sanitising  
materials before and after each session. We 
expect clients to wash hands/sanitise before 
and after their sessions. Clients should not 
touch any of the photographer’s equipment. 
We will bring our own drinks and snacks to 
avoid cross-contamination.

Distancing markers & trip hazards 
Marker tape will be placed on the floor where 
photos are being taken to designate ‘safe’ areas 
for the people being photographed and for the 
photographer. All trip hazards such as lighting 
stands, tripods and reflectors are marked and 
shown to clients as they arrive. Cables, where 
used are tidied away or taped down.


